Introduced by Council Member Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members K. Brown and Schellenberg:

ORDINANCE 2017-848
AN ORDINANCE appropriating $687,000 from the tourist development council contingency account to PROVIDE ONE-TIME FUNDING TO the jacksonville zooLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC., A FLORIDA NOT FOR PROFIT, FOR GENERAL AND EVENT ADVERTISING/PROMOTION EFFORTS AND PROMOTION OF THE african forest exhibit; purpose; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, AND CORPORATION SECRETARY TO EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND THE JACKSONVILLE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.; PROVIDING FOR CARRYOVER; PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT BY THE tourist development council; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Duval County Tourist Development Council (the “Tourist Development Council”), pursuant to Chapter 70, Ordinance Code, administers the Tourist Development Plan and pursuant to Section 70.104(l) may recommend activities and projects to the City Council to be funded from the Contingency Account established pursuant to Sections 111.600 and 666.108, Ordinance Code; and

WHEREAS, The Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc., a Florida not for profit (“Jacksonville Zoo”), made a PowerPoint presentation to the Tourist Development Council at its regular quarterly meeting on November 16, 2017, regarding the Jacksonville Zoo’s tourism and economic impact to North Florida.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Zoo is the only zoo in the United States to win the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ Exhibit of the Year Award twice in a 10-year span; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Zoo recently hired a consultant to perform an economic impact study and found that the zoo has a $214 million impact on the local economy, of which $6.8 million is direct out-of-country tourist spending in the City; and
WHEREAS, based on the most recent Longwood Travel USA Jacksonville Visitor Report, the Jacksonville Zoo attracts more tourists to the City than other attraction categories such as museums, art, dance, golf, sports, and concerts; and
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Zoo desires to expand its facility and exhibits by opening a new African Forest Exhibit, which is anticipated to open in 2018; and
WHEREAS, due to the significant capital improvement costs of the African Forest Exhibit, the Jacksonville Zoo is in need of additional operating funds for its general and event advertising/promotion efforts and promotion of the African Forest Exhibit; and
WHEREAS, Section 125.0104(5)(a), Florida Statutes, expressly authorizes the expenditure of tourist development tax funds to promote zoological parks that are owned and operated by a not-for-profit organization and open to the public; and
WHEREAS, Section 666.108(b)(7) of the Tourist Development Plan provides that funds from the Contingency Account may be used for any authorized use under Section 125.0104(5)(a), Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, based on the information presented in the Jacksonville Zoo’s funding request, the Tourist Development Council approved one-time funding from the Contingency Account to the Jacksonville Zoo in the amount of $687,000 for general and event advertising/promotion efforts ($637,000) and promotion of the African Forest exhibit ($50,000).  An excerpt from the Tourist Development Council meeting minutes on November 16, 2017 is attached hereto as Exhibit 2; and

WHEREAS, the Tourist Development Council requests the City Council to approve the project and funding recommendation contemplated herein; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Recitals.
The recitals above are incorporated herein by reference.


Section 2.

Appropriation.  For the 2017-2018 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):

(The account information is attached hereto as Exhibit 3 and incorporated herein by this reference)


(a)
Appropriated from:

See attached Exhibit 3

  
$687,000.00

(b)
Appropriated to:



See attached Exhibit 3


$687,000.00
(c)
Explanation of Appropriation. This ordinance appropriates $687,000.00 from the Tourist Development Contingency Account to provide one-time funding for The Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc.’s general and event advertising/promotion efforts and promotion of the African Forest Exhibit.  The funds will be allocated as follows:  $637,000 for general and event advertising/promotions and $50,000 for the new African Forest Exhibit.  

Section 3.  
Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation above is to provide funding for The Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc.’s general and event advertising/promotion efforts and promotion of the African Forest Exhibit.
Section 4.

Authorization to execute a grant contract with The Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to negotiate, execute and deliver, on behalf of the City, a grant contract with The Jacksonville Zoological Society, Inc., a Florida not for profit (“Jacksonville Zoo”), to provide funding for the Jacksonville Zoo’s general and event advertising/promotion efforts and promotion of the African Forest Exhibit.  The effective date and service period of the grant contract will commence on October 1, 2017 and end two years thereafter.  The Office of General Counsel is authorized to prepare a contract between the City and the Jacksonville Zoo subject to the disbursement and audit reporting requirements of Chapter 118, Ordinance Code.  
Section 5.

Carryover.
  The funds appropriated hereby shall not lapse but shall carryover as appropriated from year to year until such funds are expended.

Section 6.

Oversight.  The Tourist Development Council shall oversee the project and grant contract described herein.

Section 7.  
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:


/s/ Lawsikia J. Hodges__________
Office of General Counsel
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